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Vice President’s Award
This award is presented in appreciation for extraordinary dedication to supporting and  
partnering with the Division of Student Affairs.

Awarded to:
Patricia O’Donoghue, Provost 
Francesca Royster, Associate Professor, English Department 

Divisional Awards 

Innovation Award
This award honors an individual, group or committee whose innovative idea has created  
positive change for students, the Division of Student Affairs, or the University. In addition,  
this award strives to celebrate not only the idea itself, but also the impact that the practical 
application of the idea has made.

Collaboration Award
This award is given to an individual, group or committee for outstanding collaboration with 
other Student Affairs or University departments.

Outstanding Graduate Student Staff
This award is presented to a graduate student who has gone above and beyond expectations  
or who made a special, unique or extraordinary effort in an internship or assistantship.

Outstanding New Staff Professional
This award is presented to a staff member, with less than three years of service in the field of 
Student Affairs, who has demonstrated exemplary performance promoting and addressing the 
mission of the Division of Student Affairs.

Outstanding Student Affairs Staff Professional
This award is presented to a staff member who has demonstrated exemplary performance 
promoting and addressing the mission of the Division of Student Affairs.

Years of Service Recognition

Five Years of Service

Sara Furr

Scott Tharp

Rico Tyler

Haydee Nunez

Thomas Menchhofer

Charee Holloway

Joyana Dvorak

Nickelaziena Miller

Quang Luu

Ten Years of Service

Thomas Judge

Rico Tyler

Fifteen Years of Service

Siobahn O’Donoghue

Thirty Years of Service

Peggy Burke

HONOREES

Divisional Achievement Recognition

Individuals being recognized for divisional achievements have conducted presentations  
outside the division, authored publications, received professional awards external to the  
division and attained significant academic achievements.

Presentations

Rachel Aho 

Rebecca Aronson 

Andrea Arzuaga 

David Borgealt 

Katie Brick 

Matthew Charnay 

Edwin Darrell 

Sara Furr 

Katie Granholm 

Tyneka Harris Coronado

Marquece Jones-Holifield

Judith Kolar

Lavonne Kopca	

Amanda Laskowski 

Eric Mata 

Ellen Meents-DeCaigny

Art Munin	

Karl Nass 

Vijay Pendakur 

Bryan Roush	

Nydia Santana 

Samantha Schenk	

Deborah Schmidt-Rogers

Nekesa Straker	

Shannon Suffoletto

Elisabeth Sullivan

Scott Tharp 

Brent Turner 

Katherine Weseman 

Travis Whisler

Publications

Rachel Aho

Katie Granholm

Joyana Jacoby Dvorak 

Ellen Meents-DeCaigny

Art Munin

Karl Nass

Vijay Pendakur

Professional Leadership

Rachel Aho 

David Borgealt

Ashlee Canty 

Edwin Darrell 

Tyneka Harris Coronado 

Ellen Herion Fingado 

Judith Kolar 

Laura Kozor

Jeffrey Lanfear 

Amanda Laskowski

Ellen Meents-DeCaigny 

Ziena Miller 

Vijay Pendakur 

Bryan Roush

Nekesa Straker

Brent Turner 

Tanya Vandermoon

Travis Whisler 

Shealyn Wolfe

Awards

Diane Dardon

Katie Granholm

Quang Luu

Rima Shah

Shannon Suffoletto

Shealyn Wolfe

Academic Achievements

Marquece Jones-Holifield
Vijay Pendakur 
Markisha Woodson
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DIVISIONAL ACHIEVEMENT  
RECOGNITION DETAILS 

ACADEMIC  
ACHIEVEMENTS

Office of Multicultural 
Student Success

Vijay Pendakur
Doctor of Education, 
Educational Leadership 
and Administration
DePaul University

Health Promotion and 
Wellness

Markisha Woodson
Doctor of Philosophy,  
Community Health
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign

Center for Intercultural 
Programs

Marquece Jones-Holifield
Masters of Education in 
Counseling, College  
Student Development
DePaul University

AWARDS

Dean of Students Office

Shealyn Wolfe
Woman of Spirit and Action 
Award	
DePaul Women’s Network

Health Promotion and 
Wellness

Rima Shah	
Woman of Spirit and  
Action Award	
DePaul Women’s Network

Shannon Suffoletto
Alumni of the Year	
Creative Arts Therapies 
Department: Columbia  
College Chicago	

New Student and Family 
Engagement

Katie Granholm
President’s Award 
Association for Orientation, 
Transition and Retention in 
Higher Education (NODA)

Office of Religious  
Diversity

Diane Dardon	
Distinguished Alumni 
Award	
Lutheran School of  
Theology at Chicago

Quang Luu	
Outstanding Chicago 
Quarter Staff 
Professional	
DePaul University Chicago 
Quarter Program	

PRESENTATIONS

[ External ]

Assessment, Planning and 
Communications

Tyneka Harris Coronado
The Student Engagement 
Puzzle
Student Affairs 
Administrators in Higher 
Education (NASPA), 
OrgSync Connect 
Conference 2014

Ellen Meents-DeCaigny
American Higher 
Education: Curriculum and 
Culture
University of Electronic 
Science and Technology of 
China 

Developing a 
Comprehensive Plan to 
Assess Student Learning
Ohio State University 
Student Affairs Assessment 
Conference

The Fundamentals of 
Assessment 
NASPA IV-E Graduate and 
New Professional Institute

Developing a 
Comprehensive Plan to 
Evaluate Student Affairs
(co-presented with Gavin 
Henning, Stacy Ackerlind 
and Margaret Leary)
Academic Impressions 
Institute

Center for Intercultural 
Programs	

Sara Furr
The Face of Midwest Asian 
America:  The Midwest 
Asian American Student 
Union	
Association for the Study 
of Higher Education 
(ASHE)
Power, Inequity, and 
Learning: Critical 
Pedagogy as an 
Educational Tool
College Student Educators 
International (ACPA)

Marquece Holifield
Best Practices for Black 
Student Union Advisors
National Black Student 
Union, Black Student 
Unions and Advisors

Scott Tharp
And Justice for All? 
Privilege, Oppression and 
Social Inequality
National Conference on 
Race & Ethnicity	

Cultural Values & Conflict
National Conference on 
Race & Ethnicity

Who Am I? Exploring 
Cultural Values
Elmhurst College

An Introduction to Diversity 
& Social Justice Concepts
National Conference on 
Race & Ethnicity

Center for Students with 
Disabilities

Judith Kolar
Accommodating 
Disabilities: Effective 
Workplace Strategies
Deloitte

Students with Disabilities in 
Higher Education
Loyola University Chicago

Lavonne Kopca
Supporting Adolescents 
with Independent Life Skills 
(SAILS)
Ann & Robert H. Lurie 
Children’s Hospital of 
Chicago

Dean of Students Office

Art Munin
Diversity, Justice and 
Leadership
Eastern Illinois University, 
Washington University-St. 
Louis, NASPA IV-East, 
City Colleges of Chicago, 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Western Illinois 
University

White Privilege 101
University of Tennesse – 
Knoxville, NASPA	

Bystander Intervention
University of Tennesse – 
Knoxville, NASPA IV-East, 
Webster University

Ethics & Leadership
Northwestern University, 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison,

Effective Practices in 
Partnering with Academic 
Affairs
NASPA

Color by Number	
University of Wisconsin-
Madison

Katherine Weseman
Career Queers: Making a 
Living Advocating for the 
LGBTQ Community
Out for Work National 
Conference

Health Promotion and 
Wellness

Rebecca Aronson
Substance Use 
Disorders and College 
Students	
Loyola University Chicago

Shannon Suffoletto
Enhancing Stress 
Regulation Skills 
in Students: A 
Neurobiological Approach
School and College 
Organization for 
Prevention Educators 
National (SCOPE)
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Connection to Prevention: 
Dance/Movement Therapy 
and its Relationship to 
Health Promotion, Wellness 
and Prevention
American Dance Therapy 
Association National 
Conference and Webinar

Office of Multicultural 
Student Success

Andrea Arzuaga
The Impact of 
Socioeconomic Status on 
Academic Success	
University of 
Chicago Alliance and 
Socioeconomic Diversity 
Alliance

Eric Mata
Strengthening 
Relationships: 
Understanding Intent and 
Impact
Delta Tau Lambda, Sorority 
Incorporated National 
Convention

New Career 
Development PATHS for 
Underrepresented Groups
ACPA

Vijay Pendakur
Student Success at DePaul 
University: Innovative 
Approaches (Webinar)
National Partnership for 
Educational Access

Beyond Retention: 
Equitable Outcomes 
for Higher-Risk 
Students	
American Association of 
Colleges and Universities 
(AAC&U)

Asian American College 
Students: Making Racial 
Meaning in an Era of Color-
Blind Racism
NASPA

At the Crossroads: Student 
Persistence and Success 
through a Multicultural 
Lens
NASPA

Access and Success: Race, 
Ethnicity and the Graduate 
Student Experience
NASPA 

Bystander Intervention as 
a Tool for Social Justice 
Education
NASPA IV-E

The Only Constant is 
Change: Managing Inter-
Cultural Conflict
Northwestern University

Finding our Group Power: 
Being Asian American
Carlton College

Managing Change through 
Embracing Vulnerability
Graduate Business 
Student Services 
AssociationNational 
Conference 

Student Affairs and Student 
Persistence: Partnerships 
for Student Success
Florida International 
University

Social Justice and 
Bystander Intervention 
Training
Washington University -  
St. Louis

Nydia Santana
Professional Skills Building 
Workshop
University of Wisconsin - 
Parkside

New Student and Family 
Engagement

Katie Granholm
NODA “FIVE”: Facebook, 
Instagram, Vine, Etc.
National Association for 
Orientation, Transition 
and Retention in Higher 
Education (NODA)

Office of Religious  
Diversity

Katie Brick
Within Abraham’s Tent: 
Christian Reflections on 
Interfaith Hospitality on 
Campus	
American Islamic College, 
Shem Center for Interfaith 
Spirituality 

Assessing Interreligious 
Engagement on 
Campus	
National Association of 
College and University 
Chaplains

On the President’s Interfaith 
& Community Service 
Campus Challenge
Interfaith Youth Core

Residential Education

Rachel Aho
Five Essential Elements: 
On-Boarding New Staff By 
Maximizing Wellbeing
Chicago Area Student 
and Campus Housing 
Association (CASCHA)

Edwin Darrell
Community of Practice: 
Men and Student Conduct
Association for Student 
Conduct Administration 
(ASCA)

African American Males in 
Judicial Affairs
ASCA

Is Equality on the Horizon 
on Campus and in our 
Profession?
ASCA

Amanda Laskowski
Serving Chinese 
International Students: 
Acknowledging Courage, 
Welcoming Voices	
NASPA 

Engaging & Supporting 
Chinese International 
Students on American 
Campuses
NASPA 

Bryan Roush
Examples, Best Practices 
of Incorporating LGBTQ 
Identity Into Work Across 
Campus	
Supporting LGBTQ College 
Students:  A Day-long 
Institute

Samantha Schenk	
Definitions of Activism: 
An Explorative Study on 
Student Activist Identity
NASPA 

Death through Birth: A 
Feminist Horror Critique of 
the Twilight Saga Films
Popular Culture 
Association/American 
Culture Association

Deborah Schmidt-Rogers
Weathering the 
Storm: Dealing with 
Personal Loss while 
Balancing Professional 
Responsibilities
Great Lakes Association 
of College and University 
Housing Officers 
(GLACUHO), Association 
of College and University 
Housing Officers 
International (ACUHO-I)

Real Talk from DSR
CASCHA

From Pizza Parties to 
Projections
GLACUHO
 
Etiquette Dinner
Northwestern Athletics 
Lessons from the Front 
Lines
ACUHO-I 

Nekesa Straker
What’s Next? I’m a 5 year 
Old New Professional
NASPA

Travis Whisler
Organized Chaos: Create 
Better Flow Through 
Sequencing Your Resident 
Advisor Training
ACUHO-I

Office of Student 
Involvement

Brent Turner
Arguing Fraternity/Sorority 
Relevance by Assessing 
Student Learning and 
Development
ACPA 

Student Leadership 
Institute

David Borgealt
Giving Effective Feedback
Dominican University, 
Resolution Leadership 
Conference

Exploring Integration 
of Socially Responsible 
Leadership among Campus 
Programs
International Leadership 
Association

[ Divisional and 
Institutional ]

Assessment, Planning and 
Communications

Tyneka Harris Coronado
The Student Engagement 
Puzzle 
DePaul Management 
Information Group (MIG)

Ellen Meents-DeCaigny
Assessing Student Learning 
in Student Affairs (co-
presented with Jeff Lanfear, 
Jodi Falk, and Jocelyn 
Shadforth) 
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Enrollment Management 
Brown Bag

Educating Students for 
Personal and Social 
Responsibility (co-
presented with Liz Sanders)
Enrollment Management 
Brown Bag

Developing Socially 
Responsible Leaders at 
DePaul (co-presented with 
Rich Whitney)
Enrollment Management 
Brown Bag

Applying Theory to 
Practice in Student Affairs 
Programming (co-presented 
with Rich Whitney)
Professional Development 
Committee Think Thursday 
session 

Center for Intercultural 
Programs

Scott Tharp	
Cultural Competence & 
Assessment	
Student Affairs and 
Academic Affairs 
Assessment Workshop

Enhancing Diversity 
Learning Through Online 
Modules	
Office of Teaching, 
Learning & Assessment

Center for Students with 
Disabilities

Judith Kolar	
Legal Frameworks and 
Accommodations for 

Students with Disabilities
Psychology Department, 
College of Science and 
Health	
Supporting Disabilities: 
From the Classroom to the 
Workplace	
Office of Institutional 
Equity, Inclusion and 
Diversity, BUILD Certificate 
Program; DePaul’s Career 
Center and Career Center’s 
Employer Advisory 
Council	

Disabilities in the 
Classroom/Workplace 
and Implications for 
Success	
DePaul Career Center, 
Career & Money 
Management 

Elisabeth Sullivan	
Accommodating Students 
with Disabilities and 
an Introduction to the 
Center for Students with 
Disabilities
College of Computing and 
Digital Media

Health Promotion and 
Wellness

Rebecca Aronson	
Substance Use 
Disorders	
Abnormal Psychology class, 
College of Science and 
Health	

Career Night Panel 
Discussion
DePaul University Graduate 
Program in Counseling

Rima Shah
DePaul and Sexual Assault:  
Policies and Procedures
Student Government 
Association	

Understanding Domestic 
Violence	
Sociology of the Family/
Women and Families, 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences 

Healthy Relationships & 
Sexual Health
Health Psychology and 
Stress Management class, 
College of Science and 
Health

Consent & Sexual Assault
Departments of Psychology, 
Counseling and Special 
Education

Understanding Sexual 
Violence - An International 
Perspective
Kellstadt Graduate School 
of Business

Sexual Violence: Care for 
Survivors, Protocol and 
Resources 
Professional Development 
Committee Think Thursday 
session

Shannon Suffoletto
Student Affairs and its 
Relationship to Public 
Health	
Professional Development 
Committee Think Thursday 
session

Religious Diversity

Katie Brick	
Interfaith Day with 
Vincent	
Workplace Learning and 
Development

Spirituality in the 
Workplace	
Office of Institutional 
Equity, Inclusion and 
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Awards Chair
NASPA IV-E Regional 
Board

Center for Students with 
Disabilities

Judith Kolar
Co-Chairperson, Transition 
Committee 
Illinois Board of Higher 
Education (IBHE)

Diversity Advisory Council, 
DePaul appointee
IBHE

Documentation Committee 
IBHE

Dean of Students Office

Ellen Herion Fingado
Director of Membership 
Association of Student 
Conduct Administration 
(ASCA)

New Student and Family 
Engagement

Laura Kozor
Co-Host 
2014 Association for 
Orientation, Transition 
and Retention in Higher 
Education (NODA) Region 
V Conference 

Ziena Miller
Secretary 
Great Lakes Association 
of College and University 
Housing Officers 
(GLACUHO)

Office of Multicultural 
Student Success

Vijay Pendakur
Public Policy Chair
NASPA Knowledge 
Community:  
Socioeconomic and Class 
Issues in Higher Education

Residential Education

Rachel Aho
Chair, Campus Safety and 
Emergency Preparedness 
Task Force
College Student Educators 
International (ACPA)

Edwin Darrell 
Community of Practice 
Chair, Men and Student 
Conduct
Association for Student 
Conduct Administration 
(ASCA)

Amanda Laskowski
Professional Development 
Chair
NASPA Region IV-E 
Knowledge Community: 
Socioeconomic and Class 
Issues in Higher Education  

Bryan Roush
Vice-chair, Professional 
Development, Campus 
Safety & Emergency Task 
Force 
ACPA

Nekesa Straker
Co-Chair, Administration 
and Interview Scheduling 
The Placement Exchange

Travis Whisler 
Inclusion and Equity 
Committee Chair
GLACUHO

Student Involvement

Ashlee Canty 
Executive Board
Chicago-area Fraternity 
and Sorority Life Advisors

Brent Turner 
National Conference 
Committee
ACPA

Tanya Vandermoon
Executive Board
Chicago-area Association 
of Campus Activities 
Administrators

Student Leadership 
Institute

David Borgealt
Sponsorship Chair 
NASPA Knowledge 
Community: Student 
Leadership Programs
	

University Counseling 
Services

Jeffrey Lanfear
National conference co-
chair 
Association for University 
and College Counseling 
Center Directors

It is not enough to do good. It must be done well. 
—St. Vincent de Paul
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