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Provost’s Collaborative Research Fellowship 
 

Bilingual Language Development in Early Childhood Through Immersion Programs 
 

Sung Park-Johnson, Leadership, Language, & Curriculum, College of Education 

Carolina Barrera-Tobon, Modern Languages, College of LAS 

 

Abstract: 

Across interdisciplinary fields, there is now overwhelming evidence that bilingualism is vastly beneficial 

for sociolinguistic, academic, and neurological development in all learners. However, in the U.S. the vast 

majority of second language education takes place relatively late in a student’s academic trajectory, only 

being introduced to a second language in middle or high school. Meanwhile, students who spoke a 

language other than English at home see a sharp decline in their home language proficiency, ultimately 

becoming English dominant and missing the opportunities that bilingualism could have afforded them. 

Therefore, early development and maintenance of a second language is ideal for maximizing the overall 

benefits to each student. This project investigates the effect of exposure to Spanish in early childhood for 

two groups of children: (1) those who speak Spanish at home as a heritage language and are gaining 

further exposure to their heritage language, and (2) those who speak English at home and are acquiring a 

second language in early childhood. The purpose of this project is to examine the heritage and second 

language development of Spanish in a Spanish-immersion preschool in Chicago. We will examine 

specifically the patterns of language use of Spanish and English by both the heritage and second language 

learner groups, differences between the two groups in terms of linguistic development and language 

ideologies and attitudes, and also ways in which the attitudes and ideologies of teachers affect students’ 

language and ideologies. Data will be collected through naturalistic observations, language elicitation 

tasks, standardized language development tests, and interview at the Spanish immersion preschool with 

children ages 2 through 6. 

 

Collaborative Instruction Fellow Stipends 
 

Applied Data Analytics Courses for Business and Social Science 
 

Benjamin Yeo, School for New Learning 

Delvin Grant, Accountancy & MIS, Driehaus College of Business  

 

Abstract: 

Ben Yeo from the School for New Learning (SNL) and Delvin Grant from MIS at the College of 

Business (COB) will collaborate to develop a pair of team-taught, problem-based undergraduate courses 

on data analytics, with a focus on data mining but applied to different problem domains, business and 

social science, for COB and SNL respectively. They will be offered as special topics courses at COB and 

SNL for 2-3 years to test their demand and fine tune them, before making them official in the respective 

colleges. We plan to market and offer them in the 2019 spring quarter. We envision the classes will 

provide the foundation for creating an undergraduate minor or major in data analytics, by developing 

other related courses on data transformations, predictive and prescriptive analytics, and others. Similar 

courses can then be offered at the graduate level and in so doing, fulfil a growing industry need. 
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Latino Advocacy Minor 
 

Maria DeMoya-Taveras, Public Relations & Advertising, College of Communication 

Lourdes Torres, Latin American & Latino Studies/Critical Ethnic Studies, College of LAS 

Ester Trujillo, Latin American & Latino Studies, College of LAS 

 

Abstract: 

This project will develop an interdisciplinary undergraduate minor in Latinx Advocacy that combines 

expertise in communication and Latino studies. We will explore current curriculum at DePaul and in 

similar universities to select courses that can be included in this minor, as well as develop and pilot a 

required introductory class for the minor. The minor’s aim is threefold: to educate students about the 

issues affecting the Latino community; to help students develop advocacy skills; and to foster 

collaboration between the faculty and students of these two programs in the College of Communication 

and the College of Liberal and Social Sciences. 

 

Developing a multi-disciplinary bachelor of science in industrial design 
 

Nathan Matteson, School of Design, College of CDM 

Eric Landahl, Physics, College of Science & Health 

Jayson Margalus, School of Design, College of CDM 

 

Abstract: 

The Bachelor of Science in industrial design degree (CIP 50.0404) proposal is a joint curriculum effort 

between the Schools of Computing and Design within the College of Computing and Digital Media, and 

the Physics and Chemistry departments in the College of Science and Health. An Advisory Council 

composed of professionals in physical and digital product design will be consulted to provide the most 

relevant, up-to-date trends in industry, curriculum development and enhancement, workshop offerings, 

and external relations. 
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